Newsletter Winter 2019
Dear Resident
2019 has been a momentous year for Cofton Hackett. We finally saw the completion of our New
Village Hall, a stipulation of the planning agreement for the redevelopment of the former Rover
East Works site. It is good to see so many different activities, clubs and organisations taking
advantage of this excellent new facility for our Parish.
I am pleased to report that both of our village halls received grants from Bromsgrove District
Council under the New Homes Bonus Scheme which will help with much needed repairs to
Cofton Hackett Village Hall and with setting up costs for Cofton Village Hall.
This year has also seen the completion of the Cofton Hackett and Lickey & Blackwell
Neighbourhood Development Plan which has been approved by a planning inspector and
Bromsgrove District Council. The Plan will now be put to a referendum of all resident of the two
Parishes which will take place on December 12th. A simple majority in favour of the Plan will
make it a legal document which must be taken into account by the Planning Authorities when
considering planning applications. It will also give us a degree of control over development of
the Green Belt areas in the Parishes.
I would like to thank all of my fellow Councillors for all their hard work in seeing these two projects
come to fruition.
Finally, may I take this opportunity to wish you all a Happy Christmas and a healthy and
prosperous 2020.
Roger Westbury
Chairman

MP and Councillors’ contacts:
MP
Sajid Javid – sajid.javid.mp@parliament.uk
County
Peter McDonald – pmcdonald2@worcestershire.gov.uk
Councillor
District
Richard Deeming – r.deeming@bromsgrove.gov.uk
Councillor
Parish
Councillors:

Jennie Webb, Joan Fay, Claire Fryer, Mike Pattison, John Slack,
Richard Deeming, Greg Cook

Chairman:

Roger Westbury

Clerk:

Andrew Billau

clerk@coftonhackettpc.org
Tel: 07496 979153

Parish Councillors’ contact details can be obtained via coftonhackettpc.org
or from the Clerk
Parish Council meetings are (generally) on the third Monday of every month (excluding August)
at 7.30pm at Cofton Village Hall and are open to the public.

The Parish Council meets monthly, in the new
Cofton Village Hall, all meetings start at 7.30pm.
Forthcoming meetings are on:





Monday December 9th
Monday January 20th
Monday February 17th
Monday March 16th

Parish Council Meeting Dates

Members of the public are welcome to attend to
give their views or just to hear what is happening in
the parish

Cofton Hackett Village Hall

Please note that Cofton Hackett Village Hall on Barnt
Green Road will continue to offer residents an
alternative choice of venue alongside the new hall,
so please continue to direct your queries for Cofton
Hackett Village Hall to: jennie@ch-villagehall.org
or 0121 445 2451

Faults with street lights on our major roads
(Groveley Lane, Barnt Green Road), are the
responsibility of Worcestershire Highways, on our
side streets the Parish Council has responsibility
(except on the new development where it’s the
builder or Mainstay). However, please report ANY
street light fault to our Clerk, who will ensure it is
correctly reported and attended to.

Cofton Community Facebook
Page

Street Lighting – a Reminder

Remember we now have a Facebook page for all
Cofton Hackett news, views, local information and
events. This will be populated with news from the
Parish Council and will be open for all to contribute.
You can find it at:
https://www.facebook.com/Coftonhackett

Highways, Open Spaces & Environment Report
The annual bulb planting in the village has taken place, preparing for a splash of colour in the spring,
and the planters have been prepared for the winter.
Discussions are ongoing with St Modwen about opening a suitable access route to the ‘trapped’ allotment
land behind The Grove. It is anticipated that an additional 9 allotments might be made available late next
year once a secure route has been created. The release of Section 106 monies should also enable us
to prune some of the trees on both allotment sites.
Regular inspections of the Myhill play area continue and work has been identified to replace the older
soft surfaces when Section 106 money becomes available.
Councillor Fay has been active in encouraging Worcester County Council to trim some of the overgrown
shrubbery on Ten Ashes Lane.
The Council has also begun looking at commissioning new Christmas lighting for the village in 2020.
On the Cofton Fields Estate, councillors have been involved in facilitating a public meeting with Mainstay,
the estate’s management company, to discuss the fees charged to estate residents.
With the cold weather upon us again the Parish Council have been checking the village grit bins and
arranging any necessary refills.
Work continues on repairing or replacing failed lampposts around the village. The age of the lampposts
means that many are beginning to fail. Should you notice any lampposts that have failed please contact
the Parish Council Clerk (contact details on the front page of this newsletter) so that we can arrange
repairs.
Cllr Mike Pattison and Cllr Joan Fay
Footpath Clearance Work
After the strong August winds, it was necessary to clear some fallen branches across the North
Worcestershire Way. Parish Paths Warden Steve Bach organised another working party to help maintain
the path. Cllr Mike Pattison and Keith and Rita from Lickey Coppice came along to help.

Smartwater Registration
Working with the Neighbourhood Watch team, the Parish
Council is looking to make Cofton Hackett a Smartwater
village. To achieve this, we need more registrations of
Smartwater kits. The benefits are well documented and
include lowering burglary rates and possible reductions
on household insurance. If you have recently collected
one of the Smartwater kits at one of our Parish Council
events please make sure you register your details online.
Out of the 70 kits recently distributed, only 4 have been
registered, so please make sure your kits are registered.
To date, Smartwater kits have been made available only to residents on the new development,
as it was felt those properties are the most vulnerable. If this distribution proves to be a success,
the Parish Council will consider purchasing kits for the remainder of Cofton Hackett.
Village Walks

Among the many activities on offer in the
village, on Saturday 28th September there was
another superb village walk led by Steve Bach.
This one featured the newly opened railway
bridge between Cofton Hackett and Barnt
Green. Simon Richards from Barnt Green led
the 8 mile walk and Steve the 5 mile route. As
always there was lots of interesting local history
from Steve along the way and great company.
As the bridge had only been opened the day
before, on the way to the start of the walk Steve
and Cllr Mike Pattison took time to install some
new way-markers.
The next village walk will be the traditional New Year’s Day walk, leaving from the Stocken by
the Myhill Playing Field at 11:00 am. This will be a 4.5 mile walk. All are welcome!

Report on PUBLIC MEETING with Mainstay & St Modwen at Cofton Village Hall Held on
11th November 2019
In attendance:
from St Modwen: Janine Parker; Andrea Clarke; Rob Flavell, Lucy Smith,
from Mainstay: Alex Siegle; Seph Harrison;
from Bromsgrove District Council: Cllr Richard Deeming
Present: approx. 100 residents
Key points:
Bromsgrove District Council:


Outlined the benefits for the council in agreeing developments which involved private
management companies in managing communal areas on new estates.



Suggested that these were marginal and that Bromsgrove is considering its position in
relation to future developments of this kind.

St Modwen and Mainstay:


Apologised for the poor communication thus far and promised to address this issue as we
move forward.



Welcomed the possibility of engaging with the residents’ working group in seeking to
address the issues and find a more positive way forward.



Announced that:
·
·
·
·

The fees recently paid to Mainstay would be refunded to residents
Further fees would not be charged for the maintenance of Arrow Park until
satisfactory progress had been made in addressing the snagging issues on the park
The damaged equipment on the play area would be cordoned off for safety until
repairs could be undertaken.
Once the estate is completed the annual maintenance charges are predicted to be
around £120, rising annually in line with the RPI / inflation.



Noted that snagging issues on Arrow Park now sit with Mainstay and St Modwen.



Snagging issues on other communal areas (roads, pavements, etc) were, in the first
instance, the responsibility of the builder (Persimmon and Charles Church). However,
where these issues are not being resolved in a timely manner, Andrea Clarke (St Modwen)
agreed to try to intervene on behalf of the residents.



Noted the snagging issues raised in relation to the communal areas on the estate. These
included
·
·

Pooling on general drainage on Arrow Park.
Damaged equipment and unsafe boulders in the play area.

·
·
·
·
·

Loose and noisy drain covers on Fairey Street (particularly the spur behind
Howden’s – numbers 16-30 and on the main street outside numbers 32-36).
Sinking in the pavement at the entrance to the estate where two dead trees have
been removed.
Tower lights not working on Arrow Park.
The inconsiderate use of weed killer close to some gardens.
Grass pavements on Shadow Close untended (except by residents).

The meeting resolved to move forward by ensuring better communication and a willingness to
work together to seek to provide value for money and improved communal facilities on the
estate. A meeting between St Modwen, Mainstay and the residents’ working party would be
arranged soon.
It was noted that the residents’ working party was open to all residents who wished to
participate.
Action Points for working party going forward:
1) Clarify who is responsible for what e.g. St Modwen, Mainstay, Persimmon, Private
households etc. so people know where to direct queries.
2) Agree remediation action plan for Arrow Park.
3) Gain greater clarity over handover timeframes (including taking residents’ concerns into
account before handover is signed off to prevent a repeat of Arrow Park).
4) Agree when fees will be re-introduced - request a public meeting before fees are reintroduced so that people can be informed in person and be advised on progress made
(which should then be followed up quickly with a letter to all residents).

Cllr Mike Pattison

BOOKINGS
All booking enquiries should be made in the first instance via email to: info@coftonvillagehall.org
NB our booking co-ordinators are volunteers who work extremely hard to facilitate all your booking requests.
There may be a short delay in getting back to you, but we endeavour to provide a formal response within 48
hours.
HALL MANAGER ROLE
The Trustees of Cofton Village Hall Charitable Incorporated Organisation are considering 2 alternative strategies
for managing the new Village Hall. The first one involves employment of a part-time Hall Manager. The second
strategy would be to award a contract to a local company to manage, oversee and develop the Village Hall.
Further details can be found on https://coftonvillagehall.org/news
SITE SECURITY
Cofton Security have reported that they have had to remove children from the site on several occasions and
kindly request that parents remind their children that access to the hall and car park is restricted to those hiring
the venue and those attending a class or event being held there. Bikes, scooters and skateboards are not
allowed inside the building at any time and the car park is exactly that, a car park and not a children’s playground.
The site is protected by 24-hour monitored CCTV and any incidents of anti-social behaviour or criminal damage
to the property will be reported to the police.
REGULAR CLASSES

Activity

Day & Time

Toddler Ballet & Dance

Friday mornings 9.30am Nursery Ballet, 10am Disco
Divas

Brownies

Monday evenings 5.45pm

Circuit Training with Hackett Health & Fitness

Saturday morning 9am

Slimming World

Wednesdays 9.30am, 5.30pm & 7.30pm

Yoga/Pilates with Holly
Church Led Activities

Mondays 9.30 & Wednesdays 9.00
Sundays 3pm - alternate weeks The
Foundry/Community Coffee & Cake

Elizabeth Alexander Physiotherapy & Pilates

Monday 9-1pm and Tuesday 8-9pm

Stay & Play

Tuesdays & Thursdays 10am-12pm

Sewing Group

Thursdays 10-30-12.30 and 6-8pm

The Star Project (children’s musical theatre)

Tuesdays 5-7pm

Fitness Classes with Carly

Thursday evenings 6.15-8.15pm

Craft & Cake (similar to Knit & Natter)

First Monday of every month, 7.30-10pm

Cantare Choir

Starting 6th January, every Monday at 7.30pm

Cofton Breakfast Club

Every Saturday & Sunday 8am-12pm

Celebrate this Christmas with the congregations of St Andrew’s Barnt Green,
St Michael’s Cofton Hackett, and Foundry
Sunday 8th December
9.30am St Andrew’s Church
“Toy Service” We receive donations of toys for children in need in Birmingham
Sunday 15th December
6.00pm St Michael’s Church
Traditional Service of Nine Lessons and Carols
Wednesday 18th December
6.00pm St Andrew’s Church
St Andrew’s CE First School Carol Service
Saturday 21st December
7.00pm bottom of Chestnut Drive by the Myhill Field
Cofton Hackett Community Carols, followed by refreshments
Sunday 22nd December
9.30am St Andrew’s Church
Morning Worship with Christingles: an opportunity for boys and girls to make these Christmas symbols
3.00pm Cofton Village Hall
“Foundry” Carols, worship for all ages with refreshments
Christmas Eve
3.00 - 3.30pm St Andrew’s Church
Nativity Service, a short and informal event ideal for families with under 5's
4.30pm and 6.30pm St Andrew’s Church
Carols by Candlelight: a popular start to the celebration of Christmas in a candlelit church
11.00pm St Michael’s Church
“Midnight Communion”: The first Communion of Christmas
Christmas Day
9.30am St Andrew’s Church
All-age Christmas Celebration, including Holy Communion
Sunday 29th December
Just one service today so why not walk there? Dogs welcome!
10.30am St Michael’s Church
Reflections on Christmas (followed by Christmas refreshments)

St Andrew’s Church, Sandhills Road B45 8NR
St Michael’s Church, Cofton Church Lane B45 8BD
Foundry, Cofton Village Hall, East Works Drive, B45 8PD
www.standrewscofe.org.uk

